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city which is situated on the eastern bank. There, too, may
be found persons who profess Islam, also there are com-
mercial establishments. As for the western part, it is the
special abode of the king, his retainers, his troops, and
Khozars of distinction.
" The language of the Khozars differs from all others. . . .
11 The Khozars do not resemble the Turks ; they have
black hair, and two sorts of them are distinguished. The
one sort, called Caradjours, are brown, with a complexion
so dark that it verges on black ; you might take them for
an Indian race: the other sort are white and perfectly
beautiful. The Khozars who, in our country, are sunk in
slavery, belong to the idolaters, who, unlike the Jews, the
Christians, and the Mussulmans, consider it lawful to sell
their children and to sell each other.
"As to the government of the Khozars, the personage
who occupies the first place bears the title of khakan of
the Khozars ; he ranks above the king of the Khozars ; but
it is from the latter that he receives his dignity. When they
would appoint a khakan, they bring the person whom they
have in view and draw a cord tightly round his neck ; when
he is on the point of choking, they say to him, ' How long
do you wish to keep this dignity ? ' He answers, ' So many
years/ If he dies before the fixed term, they trouble them-
selves no more about him ; but if, when the time comes, he
is not dead, they put him to death.
" The dignity of the khakan is reserved for persons of a
certain birth. The khakan has no power to command or
to forbid ; only they have the greatest regard for him, and
when they enter his presence, they bow the head. No one
but the king may enter his house, and the king does not
visit him except in extraordinary cases. When the king
enters the presence of the khakan, he prostrates himself on
the ground and adores him. Then he rises and waits for
the khakan to allow him to approach. In critical circum-
stances it is customary for the khakan to come forth ; but
neither the Turks nor the other infidel nations of the country
may see him; they are obliged to retire and avoid meeting
him, out of respect for his rank. When the khakan is dead
and buried, no one may pass before his tomb, except on foot